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why choose         ? 
 

 
Most of the choices youôve made so far about your education ï the schools youôve attended and the subjects 
youôve taken ï have been important, but they have been limited. 
 
 
The choices you now face are much more significant. There are new routes you can follow in training and 
education. Schools, colleges and workplaces are interested in your becoming part of their community after 
GCSEs. 
 
 
So in this slightly bewildering world of many new choices, why consider BSS6? We believe we have an enviable 
combination on offer: 
 

¶ High standards; 

¶ Great progression into university and careers; 

¶ Over 25 subjects; 

¶ Modern, purpose-built sixth form facilities; 

¶ Opportunities to make new friends; 

¶ Bespoke personal support. 
 
If we were to sum up BSS6 in a word, weôd say óexcellentô ï but donôt just take our word for it. Studentsô 
comments on the next page give you a flavour of their views: 
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What students say é 

ò 

My move to Bishop Stopford sixth form has developed me further as an 

individual. This atmosphere is the perfect environment for learning and allows the 

best personal development of individuals. 

The sixth form block provides a fantastic learning environment and enables 

great independent study. 

I really like the extra freedom, independence and trust which I have been 

given as a sixth former to take responsibility for my own learning. 

ñ  

As a Reading Prefect, I felt like I was giving back to the younger students. The 

year 8 student I worked with hopefully found a friend in me, as well as improving 

his reading. 

As someone interested in applying to Oxbridge, the school has given me tremendous 

support, with regular meetings, emails and information about the application process. 

I have been guided every step of the way. 

The enrichment opportunities here are fantastic: both academic and social.    

Itôs a friendly community atmosphere, created by both students and staff. 

ò 
ò 
ò 

ò 
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an excellent ethos 
 

 

At BSS6, we are proud to be a professional learning community. You are treated as a mature 

learner. That means taking responsibility for your own learning, and making sure you consolidate 

and extend what you do in classrooms, laboratories, workshops or practice rooms in private study. 

 

Your time at BSS6 starts with an induction, where youôll get a taster of our ethos and the ways we 

work. Youôll meet students you will have never worked with before, find out why our leadership teams 

are so important, and receive information about courses. This preparation will leave you in no doubt 

that everyone is committed to making BSS6 a great place for you to learn.  

 
The professional ethos is reflected daily through your adherence to our dress code, your 

attendance, organisation and revision. While youôre here you will also develop further skills and 

disciplines for professional learning. 

 

Itôs a given that youôll contribute to the learning of other students in BSS6 ï to younger students as 

well as your peers. 

 
A hallmark of BSS6 students is enthusiasm: enthusiasm for learning and for the other opportunities 

we offer. Study facilities, for example, are in use until 5.30 every day, and successful students 

invariably make great use of them. 
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excellent 

achievement 
 

 

Studentsô results at BSS6 have consistently been judged as óExcellentô1. These are achieved 

through the combination of the quality of teaching we provide, and the commitment you bring to 

your studies - resulting in high standards of which we are justifiably proud. 

 
Having such high standards means that most students leave us able to pursue their first choices for 

careers or higher education, gaining places with world class universities and employers. 

 
We all know the main reason for being at BSS6 is to make progress academically, but one of our 

beliefs is that you need to be successful in other ways for that to happen. Your personal success is 

as important as those grades you get at the end of two years of study. 

 
For that reason, youôll be given a tutorial period throughout your time with us. The Sixth Form 

Leadership Team will work with you to keep your studies on track, and to help you to manage the 

other priorities you have alongside your A Levels. Itôs very easy to get things out of balance, so we 

pride ourselves on swift and responsive interventions to make sure you achieve your potential. 

 

 

 

 
  1 ALPS A Level Performance 
 
 
 For more details on exam results, see the relevant sections of our website (www.bishopstopford.com). 
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excellent progress 
 
 

Your time in the sixth form is actually very short. Most students study with us for two years and make 

important life choices during that time. We know how important this is, and a real strength of ours is 

the uniquely tailored support we offer. 

 
Tutorial teachers are important in this respect. They listen, advise and help you to put into action 

what you need to do next to achieve your goals. They also liaise within school and with home, if 

necessary, to help you through your studies and as you prepare for the future. 

 
Careers information, advice and guidance are available, whether you have a plan for your future, or 

if you are really unsure about which way to go. You will be very well supported by experienced 

staff working alongside the Sixth Form Leadership Team to make choices about your future. There 

are well established programmes to prepare you for making applications to higher education and 

apprenticeships, or for going directly into employment.  

 

You can take part in work shadowing or placements, and in workshops from local and national 

employers. You will also take part in assemblies, seminars and conferences with a variety of higher 

education institutions and (if it is relevant to you) our strong Oxbridge preparation programme.  
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enriching 
excellence 

 

 
 

Whatever Year 11 was like for you, BSS6 is different! Nearly 40% of students join us from other 
schools, so even if you are currently at Bishop Stopford, this will be a new experience for you. 

 
BSS6 is about so much more than A Level lessons:  you have many other opportunities to develop your 

abilities. You are able to continue your current interests, and there are openings in the wider school 

community in ways you might not have even considered.   

 

As part of our commitment to students in providing Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education, 

we run a series of enrichment days, working together to raise your awareness on a wide variety of 

topics. Our objective to prepare you successfully for life after school, whether in higher education or in 

the workplace. 

 

There are opportunities provided to keep the balance between academic and social learning.  A wide range 

of societies are run by sixth formers, where you can take part in informative and high-quality presentations 

and discussions. These include MedSoc, Debating, Film, Law, and Maths and Physics Societies.  Of 

course, activities change year on year, because BSS6 students are innovators.  

 

You can also develop your profile by becoming a prefect ï a highly regarded leadership role.  You become 

a prefect at BSS6 by taking responsibility across the school in a particular area. For example, sports 

prefects help at clubs and practices, reading prefects work with younger students to improve their literacy, 

and mentor prefects support younger students in a specific subject. 

 

In addition, your BSS6 student leaders, led by your Head Boy and Girl, run many charity, sporting and 

social events throughout the year. 
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an excellent 

environment 
 
 

When you come to BSS6, you will join nearly 400 students. The atmosphere is vibrant. You will 

meet students who are leaders in their academic specialisms, in sport and music, and those 

with many, many other interests and talents. Whoever you are, there will be someone with similar 

interests to you at BSS6. 

 
Our aim is to provide you with the privilege of learning to the highest level, but to develop your 

own identity and outlook too. We want you to spend your time with us developing your 

personal values and beliefs, and forming life-time friendships. When you leave BSS6, you should 

take away great academic achievements, but also unforgettable memories of an excellent two 

years. 

 

Students who join BSS6 enjoy the benefits of a high specification, university-style sixth form 

centre. It has excellent facilities for private study, seminars and 1:1 conversations, as well as larger 

group study and social areas. 

 

Wi-fi is available throughout the centre and study space has been designed for you to use your own 

IT. There are also plenty of computers available. 

 
To complement the BSS6 centre, the school library is well stocked with resources, and provides 

another pleasant and well used study space. You can also use The Olive Grove restaurant as a more 

informal study area. 
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  ou probably know already whether or not you have the skills to be successful at Art. With an inquisitive 
mind, good o servation and analytical skills and, above all, a willingness to take risks with your own work, 
this course will help you to develop as an artist. 

 
 The course is theme-based, where youôll ex lore a wide variety of media, scale and art movements 

to help you to create your own personal style. While your final pieces of work are important, your preparation 
and research are also assessed and count significantly towar s the final grade. The many aspects of this 

ourse mean that while it is a challenge, the results show us that with commitment and hard work, your talents 
can be developed to ro u e amazing out omes. 

 

 

Art 
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Biology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

f youôre successful in Science and Maths at GCSE and are good at expressing yourself, then Biology is probably 
on your list of A Level choices. Itôs not only a great basis for careers in science, complementing other science 
A Levels, but it develops a range of skills and knowledge which are applicable elsewhere. 

 
       Being a scientist in any discipline is about investigation, analysis and evaluation. In Biology this involves 
investigating a whole range of systems in animals, plants and the environment, using a range of procedures. 
Theory will be backed up by lab work and field work, where youôll learn a range of skills and data collecting 
techniques. You will also use your investigative skills to research theories and apply them to practical 
situations. 

 

I 
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Business  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
      f you have an interest in business, this is an obvious choice for you. However, while learning about planning, 

managing and financing successful businesses in an ever-changing world, you will develop a useful range of 
transferable skills. This means Business is an excellent course for everyone to consider. 

 
You will learn the importance of problem solving, how to research effectively, present and justify points of view 

based on sound analysis and evaluation of texts and data. You will also consider important factors such as how making 
good, ethical decisions and judgments is vital to success in life as well as in business. 

 

I 
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Chemistry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

onding, grouping, chains, rings, olarity and energy are all words which take on new meanings for 
chemists. ien e-based careers are highly likely to re uire Chemistry A Level, and Chemistry is also 
a oo choice for a broad based A Level ro ramme. 

 
             The course is really varied. Youôll get the opportunity to synthesise substances, learn the fine 
structure of atoms and how this creates the beautiful colours we see. Youôll also find out how some industries 
use the te hni ues youôve been taught at A Level. There will be theory lessons and lab-based work, with 
practical skills being a really important part of the course. Our biggest challenges ï the economy and reen 
issues ï need chemists to save the day. Make a start in A Level Chemistry. 

 

B 
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f students ask why they should study Computer Science, the answer must be óWhy wouldnôt you?ô  You 
are living in the Digital Age where computers and computer programs have become an integral part of 
day-to-day life.   

 

        From driverless cars to smart watches, there is a demand for an army of Computer Scientists to design, 
develop and apply the hardware and software required to fuel our global communityôs thirst for technology our 
global community desires.  
 

Computer Science is not just about coding: itôs a diverse mix of problem solving, ethics, creativity, teamwork 
and communication skills. Computer Science graduates are employed as solutions architects, game 
developers, systems analysts, network managers, business intelligence analysts, web developers and 
multimedia programmers.  
 

So instead of buying the next big app, why not learn the skills at A Level to develop it?  
 
              

 

I  
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Economics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

conomics is a dynamic, ever evolving subject. It can change direction at any time, because of a decision 
made anywhere in the world. 

 
We cannot tell you everything which will be taught because of the unpredictability of our subject. And 
that is one of its great attractions. 

 
You will learn how the economy operates, both locally through businesses and individuals, and at national 
and international levels. 
 
You will also learn how to apply analytical skills and data handling skills to some of these issues.  
 
Expect surprises: they happen as each day unfolds. Keeping up to date is absolutely essential for success 
in this course. 

 

E 
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                English  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

      f you are interested in the way that language works to communicate for different purposes and audiences, 
      enjoy reading and giving your views about texts, then English A level is for you.   
 
      In Language and Literature, you will analyse the literary and linguistic devices in both fiction and non-fiction 
texts and produce creative pieces of your own. In Literature, you will study an exciting range of texts from the 
1300s to the modern day.  
 
Whatever English A Level you choose, you will need to be prepared to express your ideas in written form 
and verbally, and engage with a wide range of texts. It is a great A level to have for a vast array of careers 
and one that will challenge you, whilst still being enjoyable. 
 
 
 
 

 

I 
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